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To the MEMBERS of the 


f Saaleh of Weavers, de. 


Whoſe BOX is kept at the Zorſe-Shor, 
in Bol Tow. 


HIS Diſcourſe wrote with a 
View to your Advantage, and 
publiſhed at your Requeſt, is with 
great Cordiality preſented by 

| Your affeFionate Paſtor, 

7 riend, 


and Servant, 


E. WHITEHEAD. 


_ - 
— — nem — 
* — _ 


TA ütHB L Peach. 
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UD eνðν Fete aghOat he Requeſt 
of the then Members of a Society vf V. 3 
and other Manufacturers in Bol Tox, I pub- 
1 ed une „re fed ding the Practi oof early 

10 J and ) Doll no Gul oh Fav y f fe 2 
= and 1 Aecigiians: As, pai bach to "ci 
ſelves and the Public. 


The. favoutable? Redaption/which tkis Diſcourſe 
met with amongſt my Neighbours, and the late 


great; Increaſe of 8a (Hes: of; the like Kind, induces 


by to hope that it was not without its Uſe : And I 
zi foe ſent Publication, Which in- 
Saler the PE of 2 oa Duties 50 the greateſt 


er to aerated in the lower 1 5 Life, 
may alſo prove ih fore Degree beneficial. ff it falls 
into the Hands . but a fow = 2 either in 


0 . 


Convinced of the great ** of theſe Societies, 
and of thę Expediency, in order to their better Re- 
gulation, of having ſome Perſons of Property and 
Influence incorporated with the poorer Sort ; I, ma- 
kJ 0, Enter file erm a Member of that be- 
which hi folldwifig Sermon was preached. I 
randy in it a few public-/pirited Gentlemen and Trade/- 
men, who had become Members on the like Motive, 
and ſeveral more have joined us ſince. Our Body is 
now increaſed to Three Hundred, and our Capital is 
pray "conſiderable. 


Some of our conomical Rules are theſe; the Mem- 
bers meet quarterly at a reputable public Houſe, and 
As. | dlub 


ts che Hands of the 


655 


elub heir po- Pence; and at the ſame Time pay in- 
per Officers One Shilling each, 
which is depoſited i the Society's Box iz. if a Meme 
ber ſends his Money, his: Attendance is diſpenſed 
with unless he ben Office ; the Offices are {ſerved' 


4 by the Members in Rotation hen any poor Mem- 

b. J ber is. fick, lane, or the like, on Notice given to 

? the Stewards they viſit him, and durin j Fl his IIIneſs or 

bit) o, work, Pay him Jeu, Shilings weekly; 

n. and if his Illneſs proves mortal, his W 140 or Re: 

” preſenᷣtative receives Thirty elne e out of the Box 

ro defray his Funeral apetiohs: 15 The reſt of- the 

e Rules,: which: are printed and. in the Hands of every 

ate Member, are calculated to G es Order, 

ww od. elo i Land Morality, | 10 321 1 mo 

I There are Five. other! Soc topo Bones as they 

"oft are ptnerally: called) conſiſting of Perſons of various 

; fe Trades, withinthe Town of Bolton; and ſeveral more 

alls in its Neighbourhood, Upon Examination I find 

in © that the preſent Amount of the Members of the Si 

ad. Bolton Boxes is upwards of Twelve Hundred, moſt of 

"Hl , them Heads of Families. 

np In this populous County the Poor-tax in general 
runs high ; And I have learnt from long Experience, 

. that the greateſt and moſt diſagreeable Part of a Ma- 

Re. | giſtrate's Labour conſiſts, in hearing and determining 

ang | Complaints and Diſputes between Paupers and cheir 

3 Overſeers. But very rarely, indeed, have Complaints | 

5" of this Sort been brought before me by any of the | 

[ Members of theſe Boxes. May we not hence infer, . 

ts 15 that if proper Encouragement was given to theſe In- 

tive, | ſtitutions, fo as to render them more general, there 

3s ie would be good Grounds to indulge the pleaſing { 

0 18 Hope, that in the Courſe of a few Years, many Pa- | 
riſhestwould be eaſed of their preſent grievous Burden; 
the Magiſtrates Labour be leſſened ; and the Poor 1 

"R$ general more comfortable, contented, and happy ? | 


and A i] 


(6) 


A Bil wa: brought | into Parliament the laſt Sef- 
ſions by ſome patriotic Members, to impower Pa- 
riſhes to grant Anndities to poor Perſons at a certain 
Time of Life; on Condition of their receiving cer- 
tain ſtipulated Sums out of the Wages or Gains of 
as many of their induſtrious Poor as were willing in 
Taub, to make ſuch a prudent Proviſion for Old-Age. 


How the Bill came to miſcarry I know not ; but 
humbly ſubmit it to public Conſideration, whether 
Eſtabliſhments ſomething _ to thoſe I am 
leading for (wherein not only helpleſs Old Age js 
— and relieved, hut Sickneſs and every other 
Diſtreſs that can happen to a poor F _— e 
alleviated) if ſet on foot in every — Pon of 
the Kingdom, under the Patronage 0 Neem of F. For- 
might not in ſome Meafure, anſwer the End 
propoſed; or af leaſt proye wſefyl Subſtitutes, till Go- 
vernment ſhall adopt ſome more generous Plan, for 
encouraging and rewarding tho induſtrious and de- 
n. . 5 


atly 


| 


8 * R M O N. c. 


Galatians, vi. 2. 


Bear ye one another's Burdens, and " 


felfl the Law of Cr; . 
BA and Chari „ mofuat A} 


fection and brotherly Lov, f ind firſt in the 
Liſt of moral Views | e the moſt 
ſtrik ing and pleaſing FR! in the uman Charae- 


and diſtinguiſh us perhaps more than any this 
- 7 1 5 e which is in 7 the 
anot 2 


and cruel, preying upon and n one 

No Wonder therefore, that the great Founder of 
our Religian, who came into the World as well to 
infruf and reform, as to redeem Mankind, made 


Love. and Charity the Lo: Charadterift of 
his Diſciples. 


"The Pattern fet by geit divine Maſter has oth 
exactly copied both by Evangeliſts and Apoſtles in 
their Writings; and his Precepts were Agha 
obſerved by the firſt Converts to Chriſtianity. 


As moſt of the Apoſtolic Epiſtles breathe noditng 
as but Fore . Concord, Compaſſion, Lang- 
By f Th Charity, ſo the Church of Chrif on 
p tab iſhment, appears to have been cemented 
* bound x 5 by * "Ss Len —— 


— 1 1 8 2% Its 


+4 44 > 


5 : if? | Q | 
90 5 
% * - . 


tes Members, StnZulriclloangt. vere all-of, oi? | i 8 
Heart and vf une Genz none smong them Jeught /o 6 = 
much his own-as his Neighbour”s Welfare, and if one 1 1 
Member ſuffered, each one looked upon it as his Du- mor 
ty to ſuffer with him. They . all their reſpective the. 
Capitals into one cofimon Stock buted unc 
2 as edch one had 25 I E Wa yg, Om Wo 
in a Manner proverbial among 1 Enemies and and 
es See Dow Agen Love one another! I Chr: 


C. gen ine GU He COCA Wc S E Dar REA 
Ph. nn 3 tec wende euer, the 
N 


particular Branch of Charity, which "related to the 


ef ff and Su re katy ;the L Roe : 


f a more F Sting,” 
Ll Pit 1 115 


1 BE. Foot Niet & 


, Church? 
Corfurh, + appoitited by St. a hirtilelf, for d 


an E 

Meer 40 fc By But of his w6ckly Glins, a Kenn = 
bf Sith for the Saß öf fark! Bietherbn, 2 2 
| Koper other MfSfortanes': were culrable 6 to ol prep 


1 tain themſelves. | nfl 


0 And the fare APoltle e wih that Il bad Pf 


| Giver the 1100 Order to che Chuches of” Galatia;; 5 by 
Ang, it is hie ily"probable,'that'this' Ad 15 Fn, ly cc 
Text'w g Well to ehncbatage and 


1 to peter in chi truly charitable Seit ih Zrotl 
JP Prevail on 4 on þþ Em to. bear. with each other Ne nes, Neig 
0 al 


Fear o wer tor aderevery Sto une by 
| 3 Aid, n 11 15 ER kt, "and DICE 55 4 


might be te to elf oe fing Bfethekens that th 8 ” - 


on all Occaſions, eddy to bear one another's Buraens, 


Werben lbe Hav. of Cbrib. of wo 6 Rom A * 


nd 
und o 5 


A "It ah e d ima Zine" but 


\ Hy 2, Fo } 89 
nee e e we 5 9 thei 
122 = 10D Dag od 19129002 Þr 2 5 hath 


Acts, iv. 32. 11 Cor, xvi. 2. $ 1 Cor, xVi. 1. 15 
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| I here aſſembled, to find that they have ſo early, and 


ſo noble a Chriſtian Pattern for their Inſtitution. 


That whilſt they are taking ſuch Meaſures as com- 
mon Prudence itſelf would ſuggett ta provide againſt 
the evil Day the Infirmities and Misfortunes of this 
uncertain Life ; they are at the ſame Time doing a 
Work acceptable to God, uſetul to the Community, 
and agreeable to the Practice of the Times of pureſt 
nn. eee e n eee 


It is with /ngular Pleaſure that J am called upon 
annually to meet you in this Place; to join you in 
pay ing our Adorations to the God of Heaven, and 
in begging the Continuance of his Bleſſing upon your 
honeſt Undertazings : And let it be n further Taſk 
at preſent, to encourage you to proceed in the good "Road 
that you. bave ſet out; And to perſuade you to have 


an Eye'to a future and better World, 'whilſt you are 
providing againſt the Dangers of this; that being 


armed either for Life or Death, you may equally be 
prepared to encounter Affliction and Misfortune ; 
and to launch forth with a quiet Conſcience into a 


happy Eternity. 


* L * * 


Had not the Experience of many Years ſufficient- 
ly convinced us, of the Propriety and Utility of this 
and other like Eſtabliſhments, in order to promote 
brotherly Love, and a friendly Intercourſe between 
Neighbours ; beſides their principal Intention, the 
bearing one another*s Burdens, when grown too heavy 
for the Individual to ſuſtain, much, very much might 
be ſaid in their:Behalf, . 


| What Numbers could I recount; Members of this 
and other Societies whom when overtaken by Sick - 


neſs, Age, or Accident, the ſeaſonable - Relief of 


their Boxes, like the provident Bees Summer Store, 


hath ſayed from impending Miſery and Ruin? Whilſt 
5 B 195 others 


( w } 
others diſipated, idle, and improvident have, when 
in the like Circumſtances, either periſhed thro' 
Want, and entail'd Miſery on their wretched Off- 


ſpring ; or been forced to paſs the Remainder of their 
Days in the Filth and Penury of a pariſh Cell ? 


With what Pleaſure may you, my fellow Mem- 


bers, look forward to the Years that are to come ? 
With what Joy contemplate your own happy Lot? 
Who have a goodly Heritage of your own to ſupport 
you in the decline of Life; independent of uncertain 
Friends; of Relations or Children without Bowels ; 
of the ſeldom flowing Charity of the humane; or 
the ſcanty legal Allowance of the Town's Overſeer. 


How often, how very often to one in my Station 
do melancholy and pitious Objects preſent them- 


ſelves; Perſons waſted with Sickneſs, bowed down 


with Years, whoſe Applications to their reſpective 
Officers for Relief have been fruitleſs ; whoſe former 
Idleneſs, Improvidence, and Drunkenneſs have been 
brought to their Remembrance, and urged as Rea- 
ſons, but too plauſible, for their being neglected or 
overlooked in their Diſtreſs ? fo Wire 
. - Nay, how happy would many a worthy and virtu- 
aus old Man think himſelf, who with much Care 
and Induſtry has brought up a numerous Family; 
lived a Credit to his Station; and been a uſeful 
Member of Society; could he, when the Infirmities 
of Age have rendered him unfit for Labour, have 
the ſame indulgent Proviſion granted him by his Pa- 
riſh as each Member of theſe Boxes is intitied to? 


Pexſon in dependent Circummſtanees, who is bleſſed 
vith the ſmalleſt Degree of Prudence, to enter him- 
ſelf early in one of [theſe provident Societies; fo ate 


- they likewiſe to influence Men of Wealth and Pro- 


4 ett 


een 
ea- 
1 or 


rtu- 
Dare 
ly ; 
ſeful 
ities 
have 
Pa- 
42 

very 
eſſed 


him- 
o ate 


x Pro- 
pert 


a 


3 „ 4 Cs ES Fir: 7 FIK'Y is | 
This is a Conduct which Self-iutereſt alone might 

direct ſuch who never feel for others to practice; but 
wich I truſt.many-will purſue upon far more gene- 
rous and noble Motives; as Friends to Society, as Lo- 
vers of Mankind, and who with to promote the real 
Good. and Happineſs of all whom Providence has 
placed beneath them, their poor Neighbours, Ser 
vants, and Dependants. ky 


To make all Mankind happy both in this World 
and in the next, is all that Charity herſelf can aim at; 
it is a Diſpoſition or Attribute truly divine; God 
himſelf intends no other in the various Diſpenſations 
of his Providence; and it was what cauſed the Son 
of 'his Love to leave the Boſom of his Father, and to 
deſcend from the Manſions of Bliſs into this miſerable 
ſinful World. Whoever, therefore, enters into theſe 
friendly Aſſociations with a truly benevolent Inten- 
tion, abſtracted from all ſelfiſh Views; who wiſhes 
principally to encourage Induſtry and QEconomy in 
others; who feels for every Affliction that can befall 
the wretched ; who knows no greater Pleaſure than 
in ſupporting the weak, in relieving the ſick, in heal- 
ing the broken-hearted, in being a Prop to the tot- 
tering Limbs of the Aged, and a Conſolation to e- 
very Child of Sorrow; acts the good and godlike 
Part, is 4 Son of the Moſt High, and treads in the Steps 
of the Saviour of Mankind, who loved us, even unto. 


And whatever of Prudence may be connected with 
the benevolent Views of the Bulk of Members who 
thus aſſociate; yet the very Intention of doing it t 
bear one another's Burdens, to ſupport mutually each 
other in their Afflictions; to prevent that Want and 
Miſery which their Children and Families muſt — 

URLS" B 2 | wiſe 


F 


( 12 } 


wiſe fuſtain when deprived of their Labour, is a Tem; 
per of Mind truly Chriſtian, and the Offspring of 
a Virtue which Charity cannot on own. and embrace 
a one of her neareſt Kindred, | Ext 2 


557 nocking erer are the Sends of 1 
and Chriſtian Love more effectually cheriſhed, than 
by an Exchange of good Offices; by viliting each 
other in Sickneſs ; by aflifting,. comforting, and 

condoling with thoſe, whom we expect in their Turn 
to be equally ready to repay the Obligation, in res 
IV ING, ary. and par, | with us. 


Aud as it is erben that no ſmall Ben of the 
Evid to which the poor Man's. Condition is ſubject, 
proceed from the Want of Peaceableneſs, Cordiality, 
Affection, and brotherly Love amongſt Neighbours 
and Perſons of the ſame Trade and Profeſſion; it is 
highly incumbent upon Men in general, and more 
eſpecially upon ſuch Societies as ours to encourage, 
by every Kind of ee the * Growth of theſe 
heavenly Virtues. 5 


There cannot be a more l Creature let 
looſe upon the World, than a Man of Fortune de- 
void of Charity. Good - nature, and Humanity; and 
the like Peſts of Society, leſs miſchievous only thro? 
Want of Ability, are the proud, the haughty, the 
ſelfiſh, the cenſorious, the uncharitable in the lower 
Ranks of Life: Inftead of eaſing their Neighbours 
Burdens, they are Day by Day increaſing them; 
by creating Quarrels and Contentions; by propaga- 
ting and ſpreading ill Reports; and by withholding 


every little Kindneſs, every Office of Friendſhip which I 


help to ſoften the Rigour of the poor Man's _ and 
10 ſmooth the many rugged Paths he has to tread. 


Well might the Pfalmiſt exclaim i in thoſe raptu- 


rous | heartfelt Strains, O how good and 4 4 
8 8 Thing 


ſhip 
uſcl 


I 
The 


for them from the Foundation of the World. | 


toy 3 


Thing it is Brothren to dwell, together in Unity! * We 
daily experience the Truth of his Obſervation when 
apply'd either to private Families, or to the greater or 
ieſſer Societies of Men. It is not only the ſtrongeſt 
and moſt durable Cement of all Compacts, but (in 
the Language of the ſame ſweet Songſter) the richeſt 
Cordial and only Balm of Life; more retreſning to 
us in our Pilgrimage thro” the World, than the foft 
Dews of Hermon, or the cooling Springs of Sion, to 
the parch'd and weary Traveller: And in whatever 
Station or Condition we are placed, withopt Friend- 
ſhip and mutual Love, Honours are inſipid, Wealth 
uſcleſs, Poverty ane and Life a Burden. 


If, before we quit this Subject, 1 carry your 
Thoughts i into a future State, and put you upon en- 
quiring who they are whom the Son of God pronouns . 
ces to be bleſſed of the Father, and who will at the 
laſt Day be called upon to inherit be Kingdom prepared 
Theſe, 
his Goſpel cells you, are ſuch who have in their Life 
Time copied after the Father of Mercies in Works 
of Compaſſion, Love and Kindneſs ; who obſervin 
their divine Maſter's Precepts, have been devout — 
harmleſs, charitable and good, and done every Thing 
in their Power to promote the Eaſe and Happineſs 
ot! all around them, 


And who, on the other Hand are e they who will 
undergo that dreadful Denunciation of the Almighty, 
Go ye curſed into everlaſting Fire prepared for the De- 


vil and his Angeli; theſe the ſame Goſpel informs you 
are ſuch who whillt } in Life, were ſteeled againſt all 


Senſibility of foreign Diſtreſs ; who were too ſelfiſn 
to act for the Good or Intereſt. of any Objects but 
themſelves; who were uncharitable and unmerciful, 


and who like their F. ather the Devil went about ſeeking, 


not 


* 3 


2 3 3 — — 


pPfſalm cxxxiii, 1. 


. XXV, 34, &c. 
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not whom they might benefit, but 3 they might 
fevonr. 


Enough 1 truſt has been bl 4 induce us to love 
Mankind in general; let us turn our Attention now 
to a few of thoſe domeſtic Duties, which Prudence, 
or Self-love, from Perſons in your Stations, more im- 
mediately calls for. | 


And ifi. If you Jove yourſelves, you muſt love 
vour Wives and Children which are Pari of your ſelves, 


_ 2nd this ſuggeſts to you the Demand they have upon 


your Labour and Induſtry, in order to make a decent. 


and comfortable Proviſion for them. 


F no Man living can plead a Rig hi to be 
idle; it is contrary to one of the firſt Laws i; God ; 


Labour is our Lot, but ſuch a Lot as is capable of 
being improved to the moſt beneficial Purpoſes, 


reſpecting ourſelves, our Families, and Locker. 


It is Induſtry, with the divine Bleſung accompany- 
ing it, that muſt provide for your little Ones Bread 
ta eat, and Raiment to put on; that muſt accommo- 
Gate yourlelves with all the Neceſſaries and decent 
Comforts of Life; and which can enable you to 
Taſte one of the greateſt Pleaſures which the human 
Heart is ſenſible of, the Pleaſure of benefiting and 
fehevurig others, | 


* Accordingly the Apoſtle exhorts ſuch poor Per- 


ſons, whoſe Abilities are not equal to their kind 
Wiſhes, to labour working with their Hands the 
Thing that is good, d that they may enjoy this ſingular 
Felicity of having to give 10 him that needeth. 65 


And to deter Men from the 3 and deſtructive 


Vice of latent, he in another Place declares, that 
= 


8 Epheſ. iv, 28. 


[5 


he that provideth not for his own, and ſpecially for thoſe 
of his own Houſe, hath deny'd the Faith, and is worſe 
than an Infidel. + 


As therefore you would not, inſtead of enjoying 

the god-like Pleaſureof doing good, bring yourſelves 

and Families to depend upon the Mercy and Charity ' 
of others; as you would not incur the infamous 

Character of being Drones in the Creation; of bei 


e Aſſaſſins to your Children, and Rebels to your God, 
A reſolve before the Day is far ſpent ; in your young and 
n healthful Days to be diligent and induſtrious; to ac- 
t quit yourſelves like Men, in doing your Duty in that 


State of Life unto which it hath pleaſed God to call 
you. 


3 And in order to make yourſelves ſtill more inde- 
f KH pendent to provide better for your Families, and to 
85 be more uſeful in your Generation; to the Aid of Indu/- 


try, call in her Siſter Virtue Frugality; which latter 
will enable you to preſerve and keep together what 


„the former hath acquired, | 
4 
* If in this Age of Luxury and Diſſipation you look 
it up into.the Ranks of Life above you, you will per- 
0 ceive the bad conſequences of Extravagance and want 
n of CEconomy, in the many wretched Shifts, and 
d mean Expedients, which even Men born to large 
Eſtates are forced to make uſe of, in order to raiſe 
Money to ſupport their Pride; how often they bar- 
r. ter Truth, Honour, and Conſcience for the == 
d to repair a broken Fortune, and ſell their Prince, 
T7 their Country, and themſelves for Gold. 0 


You will as you deſcend, ſee too many. alſo in a 
lower Sphere affecting to live above their Income; 


e who eat, and drink, and dreſs as if poſſeſſed of inex- 
at hauſtible Mines of Wealth; and you will obſerve 
be | 5 35 ne 
— ——— — 


* 


11 Tim. v. * 


( 16 ) 
what this fooliſh Mode and Fathion terids to, and in 


what it generally ends; in Repentance, Shame and 
Sorrow; in Bankruptcy and Beggar 7x. 


Turn your Eyes now and take a View of your own 


Conduct, and of others in your Station of Life. The | 


Man who labours hard and lives frugally, ſees his 
Children healthy and well clad, and conſtant clean- 
lineſs and Plenty in his Dwelling; he is never diſtreſs'd 
when Sickneſs or Misfortune overtakes him, having 
taken Care to lay up ſomething againſt this evil Day; 
'Year by Year he finds his little Store increaſing, and 
his Baſket filling; the Bleſſing of Heaven, the. good 
Providence of God never failing to accompany his 
honeſt Endeavours ; and a chearful, a healthy, and 
a happy old Age generally crowrs s his. Days. 


But obſerve the diſſipated thoughtleſs Man, 1 
ſpends in one Day the Earnings of three; and in the 

ri& and literal Senſe of the Words, takes no Thought 
for the Morrow, his Family is continually diſtreſſed, 
and himſelf always poor; his Payments being bad, his 
Credit is ſunkand loſt; Debts and Dnns abroad, and 
Filth and Want at Home, make each Place diſmal 
and diſguſtful ; whatever he earns his Wages are 
not his own, being beforehand deyoured by Prodi- 
gality and her Attendants'; and if Sickneſs or other 


Calamity comes upon him, farewell Independence; 


farewell Houſe and Home ; every domeſtic Enjoy- 
ment; a pariſh Workhouſe muſt henceforth be the 
melancholy Receptacle of him and his. 25 


What generally brings on this great Diſtreſs | is af 
Vice which in this trad; ng Country 1s almoſt epide- 


mical, and againſt which F cant on this Occaſion 
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but think it 1 my Duty to caution you; you will ap- Pence 


is Intemperance or Drunkenneſs. 


— 


tici wo in your own Minds the Vice T mean, Which 


d reg 
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it This if it were no Crime, is a Practice as. oppo- 
ite to what Frugality or Economy would recom- 
mend, as Light is to Darkneſs, and the utmoſt Ex- 
- WKertions of both Art and Induſtry cannot build as 
n Ifaſt as it demoliſhes. 
ne | | 5 
is It is indeed an Obſervation as juſt as it is common, 


n- that the moſt ingenious Artificers, and the hard- 


* Weſt working People art of all others the moſt addicted 
ng Ito this deſtructive Vice; a ſhocking and moſt unjuſt 
79; Application of thoſe Abilities with which God has 
nd bleſsꝰd them, and which might be productive of ſuch 
zod great Good to themſelves, their Families, and the 
his RCommunity they belong to. e 
and erk 5 


Member of this Society the Virtue of Temperance ; 
who that you would provoke one another to it, both by 
the Mule, and Example, and never deviate from it at 
ght Iny of your Meetings either public or private. 

„ his Look upon Drunkenneſs as a Vice not only 
and Junmanly, beaſtly, and ſcandalous, but ruinous to the 
ſmal Naſt Degree; incompatible with every domeſtic Hap- 
are Pineſs, and deſtructive both of Body and Soul. 

kro8 My laſt Advice to you, and tho' /aft not the leaſt 
nce; Northy of your Notice, ſhall be in the Words of the 
njoy- Pon of Sirach, Mbatſocver thou takeſt in Hand, re- 


e the 


e Calamities of this uncertain World, do not for- 


s is afÞ-ife is Hort, the future endleſs; that you have Souls 
pide- ther to ſave or loſe ; and that no Folly can equal 


aſionfhat of purchaſing temporal Enjoyments, at the Ex- 


ill an- Pence of eternal ones; of being anxious for a Day, 
Whichſnd regardleſs of everlaſting Ages. tr: bo 


—— —-„—-—. . 


This _ : * Eccles. vii, 36. 


Let me therefore earneſtly recommend to each 


ember the End. * Whilſt you are providing againſt 


et that Death is drawing near; that the preſent 


8 Do 
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Do not therefore labor andy for the. Meat that. ill ir 
riſheth, but for that whe which, endureth Zo. eternal ¶ them 
Life. x; embrace. every Opportunity of, growing wi/er, | 

and better, pray daily for the Grace cf God. to . M 
guide you co Repentance, that your. future Lite may Hear 
be regularly and uniformly Good, and rain up your 
Children in the Way in which they Maula go, the Du- 
ties of Religion you will find (Whatever you have heard 
ſaid to the contrary) to be very gonſiſten with thoſe of 
your, Station; and that you may at tl ſame: Time 
be 7000 and dp ans ones pat You 


„„ © aw 


will rents your Labour : Fhether at 1 or a- 
broad, in the Shop or in the Field, your Heart may 
be inditing of a good Malter; and as a Meditation on 
truly uſeful and godly. Subjets will make your Work 
go totward with chearfulneſs, ſo. the moſt buſy and 


Taborious of your Hours, may by this Means be 


conſecrated to Heaven. 


Conſider however the devout and folemn Obſer- 
vance of the Sabbath as a Duty indeſpen ile; ; it was 
graciouſly oppointed by God Almighty'as the poor 
Man's Day of Reſt, but a more important End o 
its Inſtitution Was, that it might be a Seaſon of De 
volion likewiſe,/ and of Edification and Imprdvement 
to him and his Family. FA 


. If. therefore you Grads one of theſe Days in Idle 
nel or Sin, it is a Day loſt to you indeed 3- you have 
broken the ſolemn Commandment of | God) whe 
will not hold you | guiltleſs:3 you have neglected you 


Duty to your: Children: and Houſehold, and hazard 


ed the Loſs of your own Souls: Perhaps you have 
miſſed an Opportunity of Inſtraction and COhviction 
which might have opened your Eyes to a ape Sen 


of your Sendition which — after b e opened 
l 


8 


till in the Regions of Horror and Deſpair you 5 aft 


hem up in Torment. 


May ſuch Sentiments as theſe be cheriſh'd in the 
y. Hearts of every one of us, that they may bring 
ir orib in us the Fruit of good living; that we may ſerve 
L Ged our great Maſter, at the ſame Time that we are 
d Y erving ourſelves and the Public ; ; and that when we 
of have done with all earthly Societies and Connections, 
ne ve may be acknowledged Members of a better Com- 
du munity; may find our Names written above, and 
n- Ibe admitted into the bleſſed Society of Saints and 
e; Angels in Heaven, Which God of his Mercy 
up Le &c. 1 


r. F I N 1 8. 
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